Mandi Van Dellen

Session 1A: Discussion Protocols and Techniques-How to Support
Both, Academic and Social-Emotional Learning
Session 2B: The Juicy Sentence -- Bridging the Gap Between
Language Standards and Text Complexity
Mandi Van Dellen is an educational consultant who works closely with every
level of district employee to increase educator capacity through coordination of
district initiatives, high-quality learning experiences, and individualized support.
She brings over 10 years of experience as a teacher, instructional coach,
professional development specialist, and educational consultant. Her expertise is
built upon a foundation of experience with small, rural communities to large
urban school districts. Mandi believes that establishing and fostering
relationships is crucial to educator success. She currently lives in Nevada with
her family.

Wendy Miller

Session 1B: Setting Reading Goals: Authentic & Purposeful
Literacy Conversations with Students

As the Director of Schools Support, Wendy supports teachers in the area of
reading for GVSU charter schools. She works with the schools regarding
literacy assessment, data, strategies, research, best practices, and
implementation. She provides in-school support as well as professional
development events. Before joining the CSO, Wendy spent nine years as a
classroom teacher in the Hamilton and Saugatuck Public School Districts
and four years as the Reading Intervention Specialist for Saugatuck Public
Schools.

Jayme McWain
Session 1C: Finding Calm in Chaos Reclaiming your Time
Jayme McWain is an AP psychology teacher in a brick and mortar setting, as
well as online for her district and online for a virtual state school. She is an
advisor for her home school’s Early College Partnership program and a
co-advisor for her school’s Student Council. Jayme has taught at Title 1
schools for the past eight years and is excited about advocating for equity in
Advanced Placement courses. She is a Level 2 Google Certified Educator
and loves using tech tools to enhance instruction. Her main goal each year is
to make sure students leave her class feeling more confident in their abilities
than when they arrived. She was a top-five recipient of the 2019 Michigan
Charter School Teacher of the Year, has been featured on EDNET of Greater
Grand Rapids Teacher Profile series, and has guest-starred on Google
training webinars with some of her friends at Grand Valley State University.
You can reach her on Twitter @JayMsquared with questions, ideas, or just to
say hello!

Jill Weber
Session 2A: Applying Phonics Strategies to Text
As a Reading Specialist, Jill supports GVSU charter school teachers in the
area of reading. She works with the schools regarding literacy assessment,
data, strategies, research, best practices, and implementation. She provides
in-school support as well as professional development events.
Before joining the CSO, Jill spent 10 years teaching third grade at Walker
Charter Academy. For two years Jill was the Reading Specialist, Title I
Coordinator, and Intervention Action Team Coordinator at Walker.

Shantel VanderGalien
Session 2C: Equitable Access and High Engagement Practices in
the Middle/High School ELA Classroom
Shantel VanderGalien is an 8th grade English teacher and Instructional Coach at
Wyoming Junior High. She has spent her 17-year teaching career at Wyoming Public
Schools, teaching every grade level of English Language Arts, from 7th-12th. For the
last 7 years, her time has been spent serving as both a teacher and an Instructional
Coach. Shantel has collaborated with colleagues and administrators to create
curriculum and lead professional development sessions, specifically around her
passions of Culturally Responsive Teaching, Equity, and Literacy. Additionally, Shantel
also shares her talents across the district; she has served for 8 years on the Wyoming
Junior High School Improvement Team and last year took on the role of School
Improvement Team chair
Shantel served two years as president of the Michigan Network of National Board
Certified Teachers, working to increase the number of Board Certified teachers in
Michigan. For the past three years, she has worked with teachers from across West
Michigan in a partnership with Leading Educators to increase equitable education for
all students.

Bernice Wisnieski

Session 3A: Circling UP for Equity
Bernice Wisnieski is a 2nd grade ESL teacher at Sibley Elementary in the Grand
Rapids Public School District; she holds a M.Ed degree in Special Education,
with teaching endorsements in ESL and Reading; Bernice’s educational focus is
on achieving equity with children of color and poverty, recruiting/retaining
urban teachers, and reducing school suspension/expulsion rates of children of
color; she collaborates with Education Trust Midwest & Leading Educators,
serves as a board member Student Achievement Partners; participates on GRPS
Instructional Leadership Team, and serves as a Lead Mentor for GRPS New
Teacher Academy; she recently wrote an article, “Circling Up for Equity” which
was published in the online journal Core Connections; Bernice has created a free
pedagogical tool for teachers to use based on the principles of social justice,
peer mediation, and contingency management procedures, which includes a
storybook titled, It Only Takes One Caring Heart: A Classroom Journey into
Inclusive Education, and guided lessons.

Amber Bretz

Session 3B: Take a Break!! - Fun Movement Brain Breaks to
Re-engage Students
I am an elementary music specialist and have taught for 23 years in the
Hudsonville Public school district. I have a Bachelor of Music and a Bachelor of
Arts (Language Composite) from Hope College and a Masters of Music
Education from VanderCook College of Music. I also work with the West
Michigan Symphony with a 4th grade interactive program called LINK UP and
lead the teacher PD sessions for west Michigan. I currently teach grades K-5th
general music at Georgetown Elementary and love teaching students the joy of
music. I thrive on creative lessons that incorporate movement, class
instruments, games and lots of fun. My goal is to teach music disguised in fun!!
When I'm not dreaming up new movement games, I'm playing the keyboard in
our church worship band, hiking, biking, geocaching, traveling or drinking
coffee. I am blessed to have an amazing hubby who is also a teacher and loves
road trips. We are parents to three incredible kids, and a snuggly pooch who
thinks he's human.

Ben Talsma

Session 3C: It All Adds Up: Helping Students Understand Math
Deeply
Ben is an energetic and passionate educator with fifteen years of classroom
experience. He now works with the team at Blue Apple Projects, helping
teachers create classrooms where curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking thrive!

